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More than three billion people are now
connected to the Internet. Billions more
have aspirations for a better life and are
likely to come online as global consumers.
The odds are good, therefore, that today’s re-
markable transport systems and tech-
nologies will continue to improve and facili-
tate an even larger global economy as indi-
vidual trade is becoming almost
“frictionless.”

History shows that trade made easy, af-
fordable and fast—political obstacles not-
withstanding—always begets more trade,
more jobs, more prosperity. From -clipper
ships to the computer age, despite economic
cycles, conflict and shifting demographics,
humans have demonstrated an innate desire
to travel and trade. Given this, the future is
unlikely to diverge from the arc of the past.

———

74TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
DOOLITTLE RAID

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, today
I would like to recognize the 74th anni-
versary of the Doolittle Raid.

Following Japan’s deliberate attack
on Naval Station Pearl Harbor on De-
cember 7, 1941, the United States was
looking for a way to retaliate and
boost morale. General Henry Arnold,
the chief of the Army Air Corps, and
U.S. Navy ADM Ernest King, the Navy
Chief of Operations, were tasked with
organizing a raid on mainland Japan
that would act as the United States’
return salvo. They needed an extraor-
dinary airman and leader to execute
the raid, and they found one in Army
Air Corps Lieutenant Colonel James
“Jimmy’”’ Doolittle, a well-respected
pilot who they believed could inspire
his fellow airmen as they carried out
this dangerous mission.

Doolittle immediately began select-
ing crew members for the mission,
eventually recruiting 80 flyers who
would later be nicknamed the Doolittle
Raiders. The Raiders volunteered with-
out knowing any specifics of the mis-
sion, but they trusted Doolittle enough
that they were willing to follow him

anyway.
The geographic isolation of the Japa-
nese mainland posed numerous

logistical challenges while planning
the raid. Doolittle decided to use B-25
bombers launched from the U.S.S. Hor-
net, which would be positioned about
500 miles away from Japan. The B-25
bombers were an inspired choice, as
they were mid-range bombers that
were not normally launched from the
decks of aircraft carriers and had lim-
ited fuel reserves. Despite these risks
and the unprecedented nature of the
raid, the Raiders began their mission.
On April 18, 1942, the task force was
spotted by the Japanese, nearly 200
miles from the planned launch point.
All 16 B-25 bombers were able to launch
from the deck of the U.S.S. Hornet, but
they lacked the time or fuel necessary
to enter into formation, necessitating
individual strikes that caused only
minor military and industrial damage
to Japan. All but one of the B-25 bomb-
ers made crash landings or had their
crews bail out. The remaining plane
made an emergency landing in Russia,
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and the crew was interned. Eight sol-
diers were captured by the Japanese in
China, three of whom were executed.
Still, the Doolittle Raid was the first
successful attack on the Japanese
mainland in over 700 years, and it
shook the confidence of their military.
The Doolittle Raid changed the
course of the war, and the courage and
bravery of the Doolittle Raiders is in-
spiring, even after 74 years. Three of
the squadrons that participated in the
Doolittle Raid, the 34th, 37th, and 432nd
squadrons, are now stationed in Ells-
worth Air Force Base near Rapid City,
SD. I am proud to have squadrons with
such a historic legacy stationed in my
State, and I know that the example of
the Doolittle Raiders will continue to
inspire airmen everywhere.
———

PACIFIC TSUNAMI MUSEUM COM-
MEMORATION OF THE 70TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE 1946 TSUNAMI
IN HAWAII

Mr. SCHATZ. Madam President, this
year marks the 70th anniversary of the
1946 tsunami disaster in Hawaii. Early
on the morning of April 1, 1946, an un-
dersea 8.1-magnitude earthquake off
the Alaskan coast triggered a tragic
event 5 hours and 2,400 miles away.
Travelling at nearly 500 miles per hour,
a succession of tsunami waves hit the
Hawaiian Islands around breakfast
time, devastating downtown Hilo on
Hawaii Island and killing 96 people.
Across the Hawaiian island chain, 159
people lost their lives to the tsunami.

In response to this disaster, the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration established the Tsunami
Warning System in 1948. Despite the
system’s proven effectiveness during
two subsequent but minor tsunami
events, another massive tsunami wave
on May 23, 1960, took the lives of 61
Hilo residents. Many of the victims
failed to take the warnings seriously or
returned to their homes before the dan-
ger had passed. Another contributing
factor was uninformed city planning
that allowed residents to rebuild homes
and businesses in tsunami risk zones.
Shinmachi, a district in downtown Hilo
rebuilt after the 1946 tsunami, was de-
stroyed again by the 1960 tsunami.

While sobering, these tragedies are
critical teaching opportunities. Dec-
ades after the disasters at Hilo, Dr.
Walter Dudley and Jeanne Branch
Johnston, a tsunami researcher and a
tsunami survivor, respectively, envi-
sioned a place where the public could
remember and learn from these trage-
dies. Without sustained collective
memory of the risk posed by tsunamis
and complementary public outreach,
they believed the tremendous progress
in tsunami research and warning sys-
tems in the last half century would not
prevent future disasters. After all, an
unheeded warning is no warning at all.

Since opening its doors in 1994, the
Pacific Tsunami Museum, PTM, in Hilo
has demonstrated its ability to cata-
lyze public engagement with tsunami
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risk. Museum exhibits include the his-
tory of tsunamis in Hawaii and how
past events have shaped the commu-
nity and impacted long-range planning.
The museum places strong emphasis on
the human component of the tsunami
story, the resiliency of a community
that survived the disasters and also
pays tribute to the victims. PTM also
features exhibits on major tsunami
events around the globe and frequently
collaborates with sister institutions as
far away as Sri Lanka. As part of its
public outreach efforts, the museum
has developed tsunami curricula and
evacuation plans for schools, created
publications on tsunami safety, and
presented workshops and lectures on
the issue both in Hawaii and abroad.

April is Tsunami Awareness Month
in Hawaii. On April 16, PTM will host a
special open house commemorating the
70th anniversary of the 1946 tsunami.
This event seeks to promote awareness
of tsunami risk, educate the public on
appropriate responses to a tsunami
warning, and honor the victims of
Hilo’s tsunami disasters.

The need to continually cultivate
community resilience to tsunami
events inspired me to push for stronger
Federal support for essential detection,
forecast, warning, research, and pre-
paredness programs. My colleagues,
Senators MARIA CANTWELL of Wash-
ington and DAN SULLIVAN of Alaska,
and I introduced the Tsunami Warning,
Education, and Research Act of 2015. If
signed into law, this bill would rein-
force and amplify the great work being
done by PTM.

I ask my colleagues to join me in re-
membering the tragic loss of life at
Hilo in 1946 and 1960 and commending
the Pacific Tsunami Museum for its
tireless work to keep the public safe
from tsunamis.

——
REMEMBERING CLIFF YOUNG

Mr. HELLER. Madam President,
today I wish to remember a former Ne-
vada Supreme Court justice, Congress-
man, and State senator, C. Clifton
“Cliff’ Young, a true Nevada states-
man and dedicated public servant. I
send my condolences and prayers to his
wife, four children, nine grandchildren,
and two great-grandchildren during
this difficult time. Although he will be
sorely missed, his legendary influence
throughout the Silver State will con-
tinue on.

Justice Young was born in 1922 in
Lovelock and earned his degree from
the University of Nevada, Reno in 1943.
He later served in the U.S. Army in Eu-
rope during World War II, earning the
rank of major. As one of our Nation’s
servicemembers, he made exceptional
sacrifices for our country and deserves
our deepest gratitude. His service to
his country, as well as his bravery and
dedication to his family and commu-
nity, earn him a place in history
among the many outstanding men and
women who have contributed to our
Nation and the Silver State.
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